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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
The Citizens’ Peace Watch fact-finding mission to Zamboanga City and Sulu from 
February 18-21 found proof reinforcing concerns that 
 
 the US has established military basing in the Philippines 
 
 the US is involved in actual combat operations in the country 
 
 the US military has, in complicity with the Philippine military, committed human 
rights violations in the Philippines 
 
 the US is conducting operations outside the control of the Philippine government 
and military 
 
 the US military’s so-called humanitarian projects are mere cover for military 
operations that do not benefit the local population 
 
 US basing and intervention in the country is contributing to insecurity and 
leading to an escalation in conflict  
 
 
In light of the constitutional violations and actual danger to lives and human rights,  
the Citizens’ Peace Watch  
 
  challenges our elected representatives to take the initiative to demand and 
conduct Congressional and Senate inquiries into the issue 
 
  demands the suspension of US military deployment to the Philippines, 
specifically the stationing of the Joint Special Operations Task Force-Philippines as 
well as the military exercises, pending fair and independent review of and 
investigations on their presence and intervention 
 
21 February 2008 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
In February 2008, it was announced that around 6,000 US troops were again coming 
to the Philippines to take part in the annual Balikatan joint military exercises with 
Filipino troops. This exercise was but the latest in the continuing, expanding, and 
deepening US military presence and intervention in the Philippines. Since 2001, an 
increasing number of such exercises have been held year-round in venues 
throughout the country from Batanes to Tawi-Tawi. Since 2002, a unit of US Special 
Operations Forces has been stationed continuously and indefinitely in various 
camps throughout Mindanao. An increasing number of US warships have been 
entering and visiting various ports throughout the country. It has become clear that 
the Philippines now hosts a new, more sophisticated form of US basing.1 (See map 
on page 2) 
 
Though less visible than the large bases that the US used to maintain in the 
Philippines until 1991, this basing’s impact is no less direct, its implications on 
peace and people’s security no less threatening. And yet, much of the US military's 
actions in the Philippines have been concealed from the public, with both the US 
and Philippine government deliberately attempting to package and project their 
presence in ways that directly contradict available information. Six years since the 
first deployment of troops to Mindanao, unanswered questions about their 
intentions and their actual conduct, as well as their alleged involvement in direct 
combat actions and their construction of permanent military structures, have been 
mounting.  
 
Concerned about these developments, social movements and civil society 
organizations and networks came together to form the Citizens' Peace Watch. An 
independent initiative of concerned citizens brought together to continuously 
report on US military presence and intervention in the country, the Citizens’ Peace 
Watch embarked on plans to conduct fact-finding missions, consistent monitoring 
efforts, research, reporting, lobbying and information campaigns to contribute to 
the public discussion on the issue.  
 
The Citizens’ Peace Watch’s first activity was a fact-finding mission to Zamboanga 
City and Sulu from February 18 to 21, 2008. Zamboanga City is known to host the 
headquarters of the US Special Forces unit that has been deployed to the 
Philippines since 2002; some members of this unit have been sent in small groups 
to Sulu -- site of ongoing military offensives ostensibly targeting the Abu Sayyaf 
Group. 
 
Objectives 
The fact-finding mission’s specific objectives were: 

- to investigate veracity of reports that US military has established military 
basing/ presence in the Philippines and to look into the forms such basing 
or presence have taken 

- to investigate role of US military in the operations and to determine 
accuracy of reports that US troops are involved in combat  

- to evaluate the impact of US intervention on the conflict between the 
Philippine government and Moro movements 

- to propose appropriate policy recommendations 
                                                        
1 For more details, see Focus on the Global South, At the Door of All the East: The Philippines in United States Military 
Strategy (Quezon City, 2007), http://www.focusweb.org/docman/at-the-door-of-all-the-
east/download.html?Itemid=99999999;  
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US Military Activities in the Philippines, 1992­2007 
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FINDINGS 
 
Beginning in 2007, reports that the US military has been building military facilities 
in Mindanao and is engaging in actual combat operations in the region have been 
accumulating. The US and Philippine governments, however, have consistently 
denied such reports, despite documentary evidence, eyewitness testimonies, as well 
as admissions by certain US officials and soldiers that contradict the official line.2 
 
Dismayed by the government’s lack of transparency on the issue, the Citizens’ 
Peace Watch (CPW) conducted a fact-finding mission to Zamboanga and Sulu to 
directly investigate the matter in the hope of establishing the veracity of the 
reports, contributing to public discussion on the issue, and raising concrete policy 
recommendations.  
 
The CPW has learned that the US military unit called the Joint Special Operations 
Task Force-Philippines (JSOTF-P) has its headquarters inside the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines’ (AFP) Camp Navarro in Zamboanga City and has its troops deployed 
in small teams all over Mindanao.3 The US and Philippine governments have also 
admitted that the unit is constructing allegedly temporary military facilities – but 
supposedly not “bases” – in Mindanao.4 In light of this, the group hoped to find out 
whether the facilities that have been constructed or that are being constructed 
constitute military basing which is prohibited under the Philippine constitution. The 
CPW had also heard of frequent allegations that US troops have been sighted in the 
vicinity of actual combat operations.  
 
With these in mind, the CPW sought to further probe such allegations to determine 
whether US actions violate the constitutional prohibition against their involvement 
in actual combat. Noting that US troops are deploying to an area where active 
separatist movements operate, the CPW also aimed to evaluate the impact of their 
intervention on the conflict. 
 
To conduct its mission, the CPW planned to meet with military officials, 
government officials, local civil society groups and local residents in the two 
provinces, to inspect the alleged US military facilities, and to speak with US and 
Filipino troops directly involved in operations. 
 
Asserting their right to information as citizens, the CPW sent official letters to 
various 
                                                        
2 For example, the US Overseas Basing Commission, an official US government body, published a report listing the 
Philippines as among those countries where the US has been developing a category of US military bases. Various US 
officials have also confirmed the presence in Zamboanga City of US military facilities that serve as the headquarters of 
the US Joint Special Operations Task Force-Philippines. Despite this, the US embassy in Manila maintains that no such 
bases exist, contradicting the US Overseas Basing Commission and the US troops. See Overseas Basing Commission, 
Report to the President and Congress, Arlington, Virginia, August 15, 2005, p. H11, 
http://www.fas.org/irp/agency/dod/obc.pdf  [Accessed August 25, 2007] (See Annex 1); Francis Earl A. Cueto, “US 
won’t build bases in RP – Kenney,” Manila Times, November 23, 2007; Julie Alipala, “US envoy: We're not building bases 
in RP; we don't need any,” Inquirer, November 23, 2007 
3 Col. Gregory Wilson, “Anatomy of a Successful COIN Operation: OEF-Philippines and the Indirect Approach,” Military 
Review, November to December 2006; Robert Kaplan, Imperial Grunts: On the Ground with the American Military from 
Mongolia to the Philippines to Iraq and Beyond,  New York: Vintage Books 2006, p.147; Robert D. Kaplan, Hog Pilots, Blue 
Water Grunts: The American Military in the Air, at Sea, and on the Ground (New York: Random House, 2007), p. 319; 
T.D. Flack, “Special Operations Force Aiding an Important Ally,” Stars and Stripes, March 11, 2007; T.D. Flack, “Special 
Operations Force Aiding an Important Ally,” Stars and Stripes,” March 11, 2007. 
4 In August 2007, it was revealed that the US Department of Defense, via a US military construction unit, had granted a 
contract to a company providing “base operations support” for the JSOTF-P. While denying that the US was constructing 
bases, the US embassy admitted that US was setting up allegedly “temporary” structures for “medical, logistical, 
administrative services” and facilities for “for them to eat, sleep and work.” The Philippine’s own Visiting Forces 
Commission also confirmed that the US maintains “living quarters” and stocks supplies inside Philippine military 
camps. (“Contracts, June 6, 2007,” US Department of Defense, 
www.defenselink.mil/contracts/contract.aspx?contractid=3532; “US denies building bases in Mindanao,” GMANews.TV, 
August 27, 2007; Veronica Uy, “VFACom Chief Denies US bases in Mindanao,” Inquirer.net, August 24, 2007) 
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The Armed Forces of  the Philippines’ Western Mindanao Command military base  in Zamboanga 
City 

 
 
 
government offices, including the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), the 
Department of Defense, the Department of Foreign Affairs, and the Visiting Forces 
Commission as well as the United States Embassy requesting for appointments and 
for permission to inspect the facilities in question prior to the mission.5 The CPW 
successfully got in touch with members of the AFP as well as the JSOTF-P, the US 
military unit headquartered in Zamboanga City. In response, the AFP officers told 
the CPW that its requests had been relayed to the concerned officials and that a 
decision was forthcoming. The AFP even sent agents to go to the CPW secretariat's 
office and interview the staff of one of the CPW’s participating organizations to 
verify whether said organization actually existed. 
 
In the end, however, the CPW was informed by Captain Vicente Enriquez of the 
AFP’s Western Mindanao Command based in Zamboanga City that the AFP’s 
response to the requests may come “anytime from three months to 2013.”6 
Subsequently, the JSOTF-P subsequently sent a formal notice to the CPW saying it 
had no authority to act on the request and that the CPW should instead seek 
permission from the AFP.7 This, in turn, contradicted Capt. Enriquez’s statement 
that the AFP has no power to decide on such requests and that the CPW should 
instead directly ask for an appointment from the JSOTF-P. In short, the mission was 
given the run-around; its requests effectively rebuffed. 
 
Despite this, the CPW believes that what it has gathered in its mission – through its 
meetings with various local residents and civil society groups who directly bear the 
impact of and witness the actions of the US military in their localities – has 
deepened its concern that: 
                                                        
5 See copy of letter in Annex 2. 
6 Interview with Capt. Vicente Enriquez, February 18, 2008 
7 See copy of letter in Annex 3. 
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The military base of the US Joint Special Operations Task Force ­ Philippines (JSOTF­P) inside 
Camp Navarro in Zamboanga City. 

 
 the US has established military basing in the Philippines 
 
Members of the CPW saw with their own eyes the US military base inside the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines’ Camp Navarro in Zamboanga City. It is a base within a 
base – off-limits to Filipino citizens like us and restricted even to Filipino troops – 
but a US military base by any definition. It was established that the base belongs to 
the US JSOTF-P, a US military unit that has been stationed in the country 
continuously since 2002. This unit is composed mostly of US Special Forces troops 
with teams deployed in small groups to various Philippine military camps and 
embedded within Philippine military battalions throughout Mindanao so as not to 
become conspicuous. In Sulu, locals the CPW spoke with claim that US troops have 
constructed training camps and have installed themselves inside camps formerly 
occupied by the Moro National Liberation Front.8 
 
That members of the Philippine military are unaware of US troops’ actions inside 
their own base was also confirmed by Capt. Enriquez, who claimed he has no idea 
about what goes onside the US military compound in Camp Navarro because they 
are not allowed to enter it. Capt Enriquez also stated that he does not know how 
many US troops are staying inside their camp. When asked about control over the 
US troops, Capt. Enriquez said that the US troops have their own commanding 
officer and that Filipino troops have no say over the actions of US troops inside the 
Philippine military camp.9  
                                                        
8 Interviews with Sulu residents, February 19-20, 2008. 
9 Interview with Capt. Vicente Enriquez, February 18, 2008 
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Members of the Citizens Peace Watch meeting with local residents in Sulu. 

 
 
 
 
 
The CPW notes that the presence of the base in Zamboanga City directly violates 
the 1987 Constitution which expressly prohibits foreign military bases in the 
country and reverses the Filipino people’s decision to end US military presence in 
the Philippines in 1991. 
 
 the US is involved in actual combat operations in the country 
 
The CPW went to Barangay Ipil, Maimbung, Sulu, site of a military operation that 
resulted in the death of innocent civilians and in which the US military was 
involved, as indicated by witnesses’ testimonies and a Filipino general’s direct 
admission. 
 
Members of the mission spoke directly with witnesses, neighbors, and some of the 
relatives of the nine people killed in this operation on February 4, 2008.10 Among 
the victims were a pregnant woman, a four-year old child and a nine-year-old child. 
The killings have been described as “wanton carnage” and “absolute mayhem” by 
the Philippine government’s own Commission on Human Rights (CHR) and 
denounced even by the provincial governor.11  
 
                                                        
10 Eight were initially killed but a ninth casualty later died. 
11 See complete report of the Philippine Commission on Human Rights Region IX office, docketed as CHR-IX-2008-2221 
and approved by Atty. Jose Manuel S. Mamauag MNSA (See Annex 4); Sulu Media Desk, “Sulu Government Condemns 
Killing Of Civilians,” February 5, 2008 (Annex 5). 
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The father­in­law of one of the victims re­enacting what happened during the military operation in 
Barangay Ipil, Maimbung, Sulu. 

 
 
 
 
In Barangay Ipil, the CPW heard testimonies challenging the military’s claims that 
the attack was aimed at the Abu Sayyaf and that the victims were Abu Sayyaf 
members. The residents the CPW spoke with claim that it was the soldiers that first 
opened fire on the people, that the residents were not able to fire back, that they 
repeatedly told the soldiers they are civilians, and that the military summarily 
executed the victims. The children were killed, according to their father, while 
fleeing on a boat. All these corroborated affidavits earlier executed by other 
witnesses and relatives.12  
 
Various testimonies point to US military involvement in the killings. Gen. Ruben 
Rafael, commander of Philippine troops in Sulu himself subsequently categorically 
admitted in an interview with the Los Angeles Times that the crew of a U.S. military 
spy plane provided the intelligence that led to the killing.13  At least one person, 
Rowina Wahid, the widow of one of the victims and who directly witnessed the 
massacre, has gone on record to claim that she saw four US troops in the Navy boat 
where the body of her dead husband was taken right after the killings. The 
American soldiers were “in camouflage uniform in good mood and happy,” Wahid 
stated in her affidavit.14 Her statement was corroborated by vendors along the 
wharf of the Jolo port, who claimed to have seen the US soldiers disembark from 
                                                        
12 Affidavits of Rudy Failan and Saida Failan, Kasra Ibla, Kassi Agas, Satra Lahim, Myrna Lahim, Imam Gabir Tanjilul, 
Rowina Wahid (Annexes 6 to 12 respectively); Sinumpaang Salaysay ni Shatra Lahim, Odab Lahim, Abdul Lahim 
(Annexes 13 to 15 respectively) 
13 Paul Watson, “U.S. role in Philippine raid questioned,” Los Angeles Times, March 9, 2008 (See as Annex 16) 
14 Affidavit of Rowina Wahid (See Annex 12); Julie Alipala, “Sulu ‘massacre’ survivor claims seeing US soldiers, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, February 7, 2008 
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Burnt houses in Barangay Ipil, Maimbung, Sulu 

 
 
 
 
the Navy boat with Wahid.15 
 
All these are consistent with previous testimonies and admissions indicating that 
US troops are not just “training” or “advising” Filipino troops without participating 
in the fighting. US troops have been authorized to accompany Filipino troops when 
they move around and to fire back in case they get shot at. In fact, in at least one 
known incident, they have actually engaged in a firefight with hostile forces.16 Apart 
from the people in Barangay Ipil, the CPW also spoke with a number of other 
residents who also claimed to have seen US troops in the vicinity of the fighting in 
other operations in other parts of Sulu, including the one in Indanan in November 
2005.17  
 
The CPW rejects the false dichotomy being set by the US and Philippine 
governments between indirect and direct combat. The CPW stresses that US troops 
themselves describe their mission in Sulu as “unconventional warfare” and 
“counter-insurgency” – and not just as humanitarian missions or as training 
exercises. The CPW notes that US troops themselves are known to collect 
“actionable intelligence,” operate spy planes, remove landmines, transport 
casualties, and undertake other actions as part of joint US-Philippine military 
operations. 18  
                                                        
15 Statement of Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil Society, “A Cry for Justice, a Cry for Peace,” February 9, 2008 (Annex 
17) 
16 John Hendren, “Rebels shoot at US troops in the Philippines,” Los Angeles Times, June 18, 2002; Army Magazine, 
“News Call,” August 1, 2002. 
17 Interview with Sulu residents, February 19-20, 2008; See also Focus on the Global South, Unconventional Warfare: Are 
US Special Forces Engaged in an ‘Offensive War’ in the Philippines? (Quezon City, 2007), 
http://www.focusweb.org/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=105&func=fileinfo&id=23 
18 Unconventional Warfare 



CITIZENS’ PEACE WATCH 

  9 

 
The CPW maintains that all these constitute involvement in “actual combat” – 
something barred by the Philippine Constitution, as affirmed by the Supreme 
Court.19 
 
 the US military has, in complicity with the Philippine military, committed human 
rights violations in the Philippines 
 
People in Sulu recounted many cases of serious but unresolved human rights 
violations allegedly committed by the Philippine military, including summary 
executions, disappearances, and the killing of civilians. In various incidents in the 
past, the Philippine military claimed to have killed Abu Sayyaf members only to be 
disputed by members of the community who claim that those killed were not 
members of the Abu Sayyaf but of the MNLF or else, were civilians. None of these 
cases have been resolved in court. In the heavily militarized province, many 
witnesses fear for their lives and refuse to testify. Despite the Commission on 
Human Rights recommendation to prosecute those involved in the Maimbung 
incident for murder, for example, the military absolved its members of any 
wrongdoing.20 
 
Since US and Filipino troops undertake operations jointly and since US troops 
provide the intelligence and the training for the Filipino troops to be able to 
operate, the actions of US troops cannot be separated from the actions of Filipino 
troops. The massacre in in Maimbung, for example, was perpetrated by the very 
unit, the Light Reaction Company of the AFP, that was specifically trained by the US 
Special Forces; moreover, as stated earlier, it was a US military spy plane that 
provided the information that was used in the killing of civilians.  
 
In taking part in “actual combat”, US troops should also be investigated and held 
accountable for various human rights violations blamed on the Philippine military 
by local residents, including specifically the latest massacre of civilians in 
Maimbung, with fatalities including the four-year-old Marissa Faylan, whose frail 
body was peppered with gunshots; a nine-year- old Resme Lahim, who was shot at 
the back of the head while trying to flee towards a boat for safety; a three-month 
pregnant Narsiya Akub and Jamira Kirah lahim, who, out of fear and extreme 
danger, jumped off from the boat to evade the gunshots being fired at the boat they 
were riding; Arnalyn Lahim, Eldisin Lahim and Sulayman Akub and Ibnon Wahid.21 
 
 the US is conducting operations outside the control of the Philippine government 
and military 
 
The CPW spoke directly with Dr. Silak Lakkian, director of the Panamao District 
Hospital, who recounted how US troops ordered the closure of the hospital for a 
month starting on November 30,2007 and threatened to shoot anyone who defies 
their order –- without the consent or knowledge of the Philippine government and 
military.22  
 
The CPW notes that Dr. Lakkian, a respected doctor who herself admits to have 
cooperated with the US military in their medical missions in the province, has no 
reason to make things up and finds her allegation beyond reproach. This incident 
has revealed that the US military is conducting operations unilaterally outside the 
control of the Philippine government. It further undermines the claim that the US 
                                                        
19 Text of Philippine Supreme Court decision, April 11, 2002. 
20 “RP Military Absolves Troops In Sulu Massacre,” Mindanao Examiner, February 27, 2008 
21 Affidavits of Rudy Failan and Saida Failan, Kasra Ibla, Kassi Agas, Satra Lahim, Myrna Lahim, Imam Gabir Tanjilul, 
Rowina Wahid (Annexes 6 to 12 respectively); Sinumpaang Salaysay ni Shatra Lahim, Odab Lahim, Abdul Lahim 
(Annexes 13 to 15 respectively). See also the Report/Findings of Commission on Human Rights Region IX Investigating 
Team (Annex 4). 
22 Interview with Dr Silak Lakkian, February 19, 2008; See also Letter of Dr. Silak Lakkian to Sulu Provincial Governor 
Abdusakur  M. Tan, December 28, 2007 (Annex 18). 
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troops are merely training or conducting humanitarian missions in the country for 
if they were, then they would not be ordering the closure of any hospital. 
 
This, and other incidents, also raise questions about the relationship between the 
US and Philippine military, as to who is superior and who is subordinate. Capt. 
Enriquez, the AFP official who was tasked to receive and send away the CPW at the 
Western Mindanao Command, said – when pressed by the CPW – that he 
disapproves of the practice of higher-ranking Filipino officers saluting lower 
ranking US troops or acting as “bodyguards” for them, effectively implying that 
such a practice indeed happens. Capt. Enriquez also expressed his disagreement 
with the notion that US troops are training Filipino soldiers because Filipino 
soldiers, according to him, are much more knowledgeable in their particular 
missions than US troops.23  
 
 the US military’s so-called humanitarian projects are mere cover for military 
operations that do not benefit the local population 
 
The US troops’ order to close the Panamao District Hospital and deprive a town of 
about 40,000 people of medical care every night for about a month has undermined 
the US military’s so-called humanitarian concern for the people of Sulu.  This is 
blatant violation of the people’s basic human right to health services.   
 
Apart from this incident, various other cases raise questions about the sincerity 
and effectiveness of the US military’s “humanitarian missions.” The CPW was 
informed that in one incident, US troops handed out expired medicines to locals. 
According to locals the CPW interviewed, many of the promised projects have yet to 
materialize. Of those that have been finished, they appear to be intended more for 
the US military than for the local population: Various wharves constructed in Sulu, 
for example, are too large for locals’ small pumpboats and fishing vessels and are 
more suited for larger ships – indicating that they were constructed more for the US 
military in mind than for the locals’. In fact, a US-constructed road in Bato-bato was 
at one point restricted from being used by locals. Local residents also repeatedly 
asked the question: Why do soldiers – and not civilian engineers or doctors – have 
to conduct the “humanitarian” missions?24 
  
The CPW notes that the US’ so-called humanitarian and engineering projects have 
military aims for “winning hearts and minds” and are considered by the US military 
as integral to “counter-insurgency.”25  The CPW is concerned that such projects are 
effectively bribes to lure an impoverished people – deprived essential services and 
infrastructure by the Philippine government – to support US military objectives in 
their desperation. 
                                                        
23 Interview with Capt. Vicente Enriquez, February 18, 2008 
24 Interview with Sulu residents, February 19-20, 2008. 
25 US Army Field Manual No. 3.05.20; See Unconventional Warfare. 
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Members  of  the  Citizens  Peace  Watch  meeting  with  Moro  National  Liberation  Front  (MNLF) 
officials and members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 US basing and intervention in the country is contributing to insecurity and 
leading to an escalation in conflict  
 
With around 13,000 Philippine Marines said to be deployed to the province, the 
small island of Sulu is arguably the most militarized area in the Philippines today. 
Local residents interviewed by the CPW said that the presence of fully armed US 
troops going around in public has further increased people’s anxieties and 
deepened their sense of insecurity. 
 
The CPW spoke with officials and members of the Moro National Liberation Front, 
whose fragile peace agreement with the government has been continuously 
undermined in the last few years. They told the CPW, in no uncertain terms, that 
they now see the US military – because of their obvious support for the Philippine 
military in their operations against them and against the Moro people – as 
enemies.26 The CPW notes how, in fact, in various incidents, Philippine military 
offensives that were claimed by Filipino officials as being aimed against the so-
called Abu Sayyaf group turned out to be aimed against MNLF fighters or civilians.  
 
                                                        
26 Interview with Moro National Liberation Front leaders and members, February 20, 2008 
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The CPW also notes how, elsewhere in Mindanao, US military presence has been 
viewed with trepidation and outright opposition by locals.27 These fears have grown 
in light of the impasse in the negotiations between the Philippine government and 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). In Midsayap, Cotabato, for instance, the 
areas where US troops will reportedly go to for their missions are the same areas 
identified to be controlled by the MILF. The CPW is concerned that US military 
support for the Philippine military in their operations against Moros further 
undermines the peace agreement and the peace negotiations.  
 
By supporting one side in the conflict, the US draws the parties away from a just 
and lasting resolution to the war and could even potentially trigger an escalation. If 
US forces are seen as enemies and are targeted as such, and the US finds the 
justification to retaliate, the conditions are ripe for a wider, more destructive war. 
 
                                                        
27 This has been observed in the past. See for example Mindanao People’s Peace Mission to Sulu, “Summary Report and 
Recommendations,” December 19-26, 2005 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Now that the truth about US military basing and intervention in the Philippines is 
emerging, and its dangerous implications on us becoming clearer, it is time to act. 
With the US expanding its presence beyond Sulu to more areas in Mindanao, acting 
becomes even more urgent. 
 
The CPW challenges our elected representatives to take the initiative to demand and 
conduct Congressional and Senate inquiries into the issue. 
 
Meanwhile, the CPW demands the suspension of US military deployment to the 
Philippines, specifically the stationing of the Joint Special Operations Task Force-
Philippines as well as the military exercises, pending fair and independent review of 
and investigations on their presence and intervention. 
 
The CPW resolves to step up our efforts to understand, monitor, and scrutinize US 
military presence and intervention in the country. 
 
The CPW calls on concerned Filipinos, civil society groups, and social movements to 
join us in our quest for transparency, and for peace. The truth about US military 
basing and intervention in the Philippines will not come from governments 
determined to conceal it; we citizens will have to pursue it ourselves. 
 
21 February 2008
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MEMBERS OF THE MISSION 
 
The members of the fact-finding mission came from or represented the following 
organizations and formations: 
 
Akbayan! Party-list 
Alyansa ng Kabataan sa Mindanao para sa Kapayapaan 
Anak Mindanao Party List 
Balay Rehabilitation Center 
Bangsamoro Women’s Foundation 
Citizen’s Coalition for Human Rights 
Focus on the Global South 
KaisaKa 
Kilusan para sa Pambansang Demokrasya 
Lanao Alliance of Human Rights Advocates 
Mindanao Peoples Caucus 
Mindanao Peoples Peace Movement 
Mindanao Tri-People Women Forum 
Moro Human Rights Center 
Muslim Women’s Organization 
Peace Women Partners 
Peacebuilders Community 
Pinay Kilos 
Resource Center for People’s Development 
STOP the War Coalition Philippines 
Sumpay Mindanao 
Task Force Detainees of the Philippines 
Tulong Lupah Sug, Inc
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ANNEX 1 – US Overseas Basing Commission Report to the President and 
Congress, p. H.11 
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ANNEX 2 - Letter of CPW to US JSOTF-P 
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ANNEX 3 – Letter of US JSOTF-P to CPW  
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ANNEX 4 – Commission on Human Rights Report on Maimbung 
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ANNEX 5 – Sulu Media Desk press release 
 
PRESS RELEASE: 

SULU, Philippines (February 05, 2008) – Sulu Governor Sakur Tan on Tuesday 
condemned the killings of innocent civilians by government troops on a coastal 
village in Maimbung town. 

Tan said seven villagers and a soldier who was on a break, were killed, including 
two children and two teenagers, in the town during a military operation early 
Monday. "Innocent civilians were killed. The children were shot in the head," he 
said. 

Tan led provincial government officials on Tuesday in condemning the killings and 
he said they will file criminal charges against those involved in the raid. The 
Provincial Legislative Council also passed a resolution condemning the killings.   

"We condemned the killings and those soldiers involved in the murder of innocent 
people must be charged in court and pay for their crimes," Tan said. 

The Philippine flags were flown at half-mast in Sulu province on Tuesday to mourn 
the death of the civilians. 

The military ordered an investigation into the killings, but it was unknown whether 
those involved in the raid had been taken into custody or not. 

Security officials said troops, tracking down a kidnapped trader Rosalie Lao, 
clashed at dawn Monday with Abu Sayyaf and Jemaah Islamiya militants in the 
village of Ipil in Maimbung town where the eight bodies had been found later in the 
day. 

But a village leader Rahsi Agas accused troops of killing the civilians. "They were 
just seaweed farmers and not members of the Abu Sayyaf," he told reporters. 

He said some of those killed were shot at sea while escaping the fighting on boat. 
Those killed were identified as Marisa Payian, 4; Wedme Lahim, 9; Alnalyn Lahim, 
15; Sulayman Hakob, 17; Kirah Lahim, 45; Eldisim Lahim, 43; Narcia Abon, 24, all 
civilians and Pfc. Ibnul Wahid, of the Army's 6th Infantry Division.  (Sulu Media 
Desk)  
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ANNEX 6 – Affidavit of Rudy Failan and Saida Failan 
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ANNEX 7 – Affidavit of Kasra Ibla 
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ANNEX 8 – Affidavit of Kassi Agas 
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ANNEX 9 - Affidavit of Satra Lahim 
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ANNEX 10 – Affidavit of Myrna Lahim 
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ANNEX 11 – Affidavit of Imam Gabir Tanjilul 
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ANNEX 12 – Affidavit of Rowina Wahid 
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ANNEX 13 - Sinumpaang Salaysay ni Shatra Lahim 
 
REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS ) 
_______________________  ) S.S. 

 
 

SINUMPAANG SALAYSAY 
----------------------------------------  

 
 AKO, SHATRA LAHIM, may sapat na gulang, pagkatapos makapanumpa 
sang-ayon sa batas ay buong katotohanang nagsasalaysay. Na- 

1. Ako ay isang Tausug na nakatira sa Brgy. Ipil, Mambing Sulu. 
 
2. Ang aming baranggay ay isang maliit at patag na isla. Kaming mga 

naninirahan dito ay hindi lalampas sa bilang na 100 na katao at ang bilang 
ng mga bahay dito ay humigit kumulang sa 30. 

 
A. Kaming mga nakatira dito ay pinaghalong TAUSUG at BADJAO. 
 
B. Ang aming mga tahanan ay yari sa kahoy at kawayan at maituturing na 

tipikal na bahay ng tausug at badjao. 
 

3. Tulad ng halos lahat ng naninirahan dito sa baranggay Ipil, ako at ang 
aking asawa--ang aming pinagkikitaan ay ang pagpapalaki ng seaweed. 

 
A. Sa ganitong trabaho at dahil na rin sa ang aming baranggay ay isang 

maliit na isla, ang “bangka” ay maitututiring naming pinakaimportante 
naming ari-arian. Kung wala ang bangka ay di kami 
makakapaghanapbuhay at di rin kami makaka-alis ng isla. 

 
4. Simple at matahimik ang aming pamumuhay hanggang sa dumating ang 

ika-4 ng Pebrero 2008. 
 

A. Humigit kumulang mga bandang alas 2:30 ng madaling araw nang 
ginulantang ako at ang aking pamilya ng mga “putok” ng baril, marami, 
malalaki at mabibigat na yabag at naglipanang mga “helicopter (s)” 

 
B. Sa aking pagsilip sa labas ay nakta ko ang pagkarami-raming sundalo 

na nagsulputan mula sa apat na direksyon. 
 

C. Nakita ko rin ang iba kong mga kapitbahay na naglabasan na wari’y 
naghahanap ng matataguan o mapupuntahan. 

 
D. Lahat kami ay takot na takot dahil sa sunod-sunod na putok na aming 

naririnig at para kaming mga hayop na nagpulasan. 
 

E. At ang higit na nakakatakot ay hindi namin alam kung ano ang 
nangyayari o ano ang dahilan sa biglang pagsulpot ng napakaraming 
sundalo. 

 
F. Sa sobrang kaguluhan di ko namalayan na wala na sa aking tabi at 

paningin ang aking anak na si Reshume (Rismin) Lahim na 9 na taong 
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gulang.  Hindi ko na rin alam kung saan napatakbo ang aking asawa.  
Nagkahiwa-hiwalay na kami ng direksyon sa pagtakbo dahil sa sobrang 
takot at para lamang makapagtago at manatiling buhay. 

 
G. Nakita ko ang ang mga sundalo na sinunog ang aming dalawang 

bangka. 
 

H. Nanatili ang mga sundalo sa aming lugar hanggang mga bandang alas 
6:00 ng umaga. 

 
5. Nang maka-alis na ang mga sundalo, agad akong bumalik sa aking bahay 

at tiningnan ko agad ang pinaglalagyan ng maliit naming ipon na pera 
ngunit wala na duon ang P30,000.00 na perang matagal naming inipon at 
iningatan at pinaikot-ikot na puhunan para sa “seaweeds” na aming tanging 
pinagkukuhanan ng ikabubuhay. 
 
A. Nang hanapin ko ang aking anak ay nalaman ko sa aking mga kapit-

bahay na patay na ang aking anak na si Reshume (Rasmin) dahil 
napasama ito sa mga sumakay ng Bangka para tumakas mula sa mga 
sundalong walang habas sa pamamaril; 

 
B. Ngunit sa kasawiang palad, nakasalubong din nila ang bangkang 

sinasakyan ng mga sundalo at kasama and aking anak ay pinaulanan 
sila ng bala; 

 
C. Napag-laman ko na ang bangkay ng aking anak,  sampu ng iba pang 

mga bangkay ay dinala sa katabing baranggay, kayat ako ay nagounta 
sa karatig na baranggay.  

 
6. Sa Brgy. Lumapid, Talipao ko na nakita ang bangkay ng aking anak, 

kasama ng iba pang mga kapitbahay kong pinatay ng mga sundalo.. 
 

A. Nadatnan kong nakahandusay sa buhanginan ang aking anak at nang 
sipatin ko ito ay nakita ko na butas ang ulo sanhi ng tama ng baril sa 
bandang likod ng ulo. 

 
B. Kasama rin sa nakita kong bangkay ay ang anak ni Rudy _____ na 

talong taong (3) gulang pa lamang. 
 

C. Dahil sa walang bangka na magagamit para maibalik ang aking anak sa 
aming lugar at dahil na rin sa kawalan ng pera at matinding takot na rin 
ng mga tao sa Brgy. Lumapid, Talipao ay napagdesisyunan ko na duon 
na ilibing ang akng anak--- sa lugar kung saan sya itinapon ng mga 
sundalo—sa Baranggay Lumapid, Talipao.. 

 
K. Sa tulong ng mga tao sa Brgy. Lumapid, Talipao ay nailibing ang aking 

anak, pati na ang iba pang bangkay ng aming mga kasamahan na 
itinapon sa Brgy. Lumapid, Talipao. 

 
7. Masakit na masakit ang aking kalooban sa di-makataong pagtrato sa amin 

at sa malahayop na pagpatay sa aking anak. 
 
8. Hindi lang  ang aking anak ang nawala sa aming pamilya.. Maliban sa 

aking anak, tatlo (3)  pang mga kamag-anakan ng aking asawa ang 
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namatay : sina Arnalyn Lahim (15 taong gulang), Kirah Lahim (35 taong 
gulang) at Edisim Lahim na isang Brgy. Councilor. 
 

9. Hanggang sa ngayon ay di namin maintindihan at wala akong makitang 
dahilan sa marahas na pagtrato sa amin lalo na sa di-makataong pagpatay 
sa aking anak, sampu ng aking mga kapitbahay. 

 
Ginawa ko ang salaysay na ito upang patunayan ang mga nakasaad sa itaas at upang 
bigyang-linaw ang mga pangyayari kaugnay ng marahas at di-makataong pagtrato, 
patayan na nangyari sa aming barangay Ipil, Maimbung, Sulu noong ika-4 ng Pebrero 
2008. 

 
 
 
 
       SHATRA LAHIM 
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ANNEX 14 - Sinumpaang Salaysay ni Odab Lahim 
 
REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS ) 
_______________________  ) S.S. 

 
 

SINUMPAANG SALAYSAY 
----------------------------------------  

 
 AKO, ODAB LAHIM, may sapat na gulang, pagkatapos makapanumpa sang-ayon sa 
batas ay buong katotohanang nagsasalaysay. Na- 

3. Ako ay isang Tausug na nakatira sa Brgy. Ipil, Mambing Sulu. 
 
4. Ang aming baranggay ay isang maliit at patag na isla. Kaming mga naninirahan 

dito ay hindi lalampas sa bilang na 100 na katao at ang bilang ng mga bahay dito 
ay humigit kumulang sa 30. 

 
A. Kaming mga nakatira dito ay pinaghalong TAUSUG at BADJAO. 
 
B. Ang aming mga tahanan ay yari sa kahoy at kawayan at maituturing na tipikal 

na bahay ng tausug at badjao. 
 

6. Simple at matahimik ang aming pamumuhay hanggang sa dumating ang ika-4 ng 
Pebrero 2008. 

 
A. Humigit kumulang mga bandang alas 2:30 ng madaling araw nang ginulantang 

ang aming baranggay ng mga maalalakas na “putok” ng baril, marami, 
malalaki at mabibigat na yabag at naglipanang mga “helicopter (s)” 

 
B. Sa aking paglabas ay nakita ko ang pagkarami-raming sundalo na nagsulputan 

mula sa apat na direksyon.  Sa aking pagtantya, ang bilang ng mga sundalo ay 
higit sa limampu (50) pero di naman aabot ng isangdaan (100). 

 
C. Bigla na lamang, ako at ang lima (5) ko pang mga kasama ay napaligiran na 

ng mga armadong sundalo. Mga naglalakihan at naghahabaan ang kanilang 
mga dalang armas o baril. Nakita ko rin ang iba kong mga kapitbahay na 
nagtatakbuhang naglabasan na wari’y naghahanap ng matataguan o 
mapupuntahan. 

 
7. Lahat kami ay takot na takot dahil sa sunod-sunod na putok na aming naririnig sa 

paligid. Wala silang sabi-sabing nagpaputok.  At di rin naman sila nagpaliwanay ng 
akanilang mga pakay.  Paminsan-minsan ay naririnig namin silang nagsasalita, 
subalit, di rin namin maintindihan dahil tagalong at ingles ang kanilang mga salita 
at hindi salita ngaming mga tausug. 

 
8. Ako at ang aking asawa na si Andiang Sabtang Lahim na pitongpung taon (70) din 

na gaya ko , pati na ang aking apo na si Nojemil Lahim; ang aking anak na si 
Rawina Wahid at ang kanyang asawa na si Ibnon Wahid at ang aking 
nakatatandang kapatid na si Hasim Amil--- anim kaming itinali ng “nylon cord” ang 
aming mga kamay at kaming mga lalaki ay pinadapa samantalang ang mga babae 
ay pinaupo. 

 
9. Narinig kong sumisigaw ang aking manugang na si Ibnon Wahid ng “Philippine 

Alpha” bilang pagpapakillala na sya ay miyembro ng Philippine Army. 
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A. Si ibnon Wahid ay isang “integree”, Myenbro sya ng Class 03A-98, 62nd 
Division Training Unit, 6th Infantry Division Brigade at nakatapos ng “training” 
sa Camp Paulino Santos, Alamuada, Cotabato. 

 
10. Sa kabila ng pagpapakilala ng aking manugang, sya pa ay pinag-aapakan sa likod. 

Nagmamaka-awa ang aking anak na si Rawina Wahid habang sinasabi nya na 
“tigilan nyo yan, wag nyo syang saktan, sundalo rin syang tulad nyo”. 

 
11. Subalit sa kabila ng pagsusumamo ng aking manbugang at anak, walang 

pakundangan tinutukan ng malapitan ang aaking manugang at sunod-sunod na 
pinaputukan. 

 
12. Lalo kaming natakot. Hindi namin alam kung ano ang nangyayari o ano ang 

dahilan sa biglang pagsulpot ng napakaraming sundalo.  Lalong di namin alam at 
maintindihan  kung bakit kailangang pa nilang pahirapan at patayin din naman sa 
pamamagitan ng  ng pagbaril dito ng malapitan at  paputukan ng paulit-ulit. 

 
13. Habang kami ay nakadapa ay naririnig ko ang sigaw at iyak at pagmamaka-awa ng 

aking mga kapitbahay dahil sa panununog ng bahay at bangka.  Naglabas –masok 
din ang mga sundalo sa aming mga kabahayan at  bitbit ang ilang mga hayop.  
Habang walang tigil ang paghinagpis ng aking anak  an si Rawina Wahid sa sinapit 
ng kanyang asawa na si Ibnon Wahid. 

 
14. Ang buong akala ko ay papatayin na kaming lahat 

 
15. Halos nasa pagitan na nga alas- 6:00 at alas-7:00 ng umaga ng umalis ang mga 

sundalo.  Kasama din nilang binitbit ang aking anak na si Rawina Wahid at ganun 
din ang bangkay ni Ibnon Wahid. 

 
A. Pagka-alis ng mga sundalo ay agad kaming nagsisiyasat sa paligid at nakita 

ko na tatlong (3) bahay ang kanilang sinunog at maraming mga Bangka.  May 
kasamahan akong nawalan ng chain saw, generator at marami ang nawalan 
ng mga alagang hayop tulad ng kambing at manok; at pera na matagal nilang 
inipon. Pati na ang aming mga damit ay nangawala.  

 
16. Hanggang sa ngayon ay di namin maintindihan at wala akong makitang dahilan sa 

marahas na pagtrato sa amin lalo na sa di-makataong pagpatay sa aking anak, 
sampu ng aking mga kapitbahay. 

 
Ginawa ko ang salaysay na ito upang patunayan ang mga nakasaad sa itaas at upang 
bigyang-linaw ang mga pangyayari kaugnay ng marahas at di-makataong pagtrato, patayan na 
nangyari sa aming barangay Ipil, Maimbung, Sulu noong ika-4 ng Pebrero 2008. 

 
 
 
 
       ODAB LAHIM 



CITIZENS’ PEACE WATCH 

  38 

ANNEX 15 - Sinumpaang Salaysay ni Abdul Lahim 
 
REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS ) 
_______________________  ) S.S. 

 
 

SINUMPAANG SALAYSAY 
----------------------------------------  

 
 AKO, ABDUL LAHIM, may sapat na gulang, pagkatapos makapanumpa sang-
ayon sa batas ay buong katotohanang nagsasalaysay. Na- 

5. Ako ay isang Tausug na nakatira sa Brgy. Ipil, Mambing Sulu. 
 
6. Ang aming baranggay ay isang maliit at patag na isla. Kaming mga 

naninirahan dito ay hindi lalampas sa bilang na 100 na katao at ang bilang 
ng mga bahay dito ay humigit kumulang sa 30. 

 
A. Kaming mga nakatira dito ay pinaghalong TAUSUG at BADJAO. 
 
B. Ang aming mga tahanan ay yari sa kahoy at kawayan at maituturing na 

tipikal na bahay ng tausug at badjao. 
 

17. Tulad ng halos lahat ng naninirahan dito sa baranggay Ipil, ang aking 
pinagkikitaan ay ang pagpapalaki ng seaweed. 

 
A. Sa ganitong trabaho at dahil na rin sa ang aming baranggay ay isang 

maliit na isla, ang “bangka” ay maitututiring naming pinakaimportante 
naming ari-arian. Kung wala ang bangka ay di kami 
makakapaghanapbuhay at di rin kami makaka-alis ng isla. 

 
18. Simple at matahimik ang aming pamumuhay hanggang sa dumating ang 

ika-4 ng Pebrero 2008. 
 

A. Humigit kumulang mga bandang alas 2:30 ng madaling araw nang 
ginulantang ako at ang aking pamilya ng mga “putok” ng baril, marami, 
malalaki at mabibigat na yabag at naglipanang mga “helicopter (s)” 

 
B. Sa aking pagsilip sa labas ay nakta ko ang pagkarami-raming sundalo 

na nagsulputan mula sa apat na direksyon. 
 

K. Nakita ko rin ang iba kong mga kapitbahay na naglabasan na wari’y 
naghahanap ng matataguan o mapupuntahan. 

 
D. Lahat kami ay takot na takot dahil sa sunod-sunod na putok na aming 

naririnig at para kaming mga hayop na nagpulasan. 
 

E. At ang higit na nakakatakot ay hindi namin alam kung ano ang 
nangyayari o ano ang dahilan sa biglang pagsulpot ng napakaraming 
sundalo. 
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G. Sa sobrang kaguluhan di ko namalayan na wala na sa aking tabi at 
paningin ang aking anak na si Reshume (Rismin) Lahim na 9 na taong 
gulang. 

 
H. Nakita ko ang ang mga sundalo na sinunog ang aking dalawang 

bangka. 
 

I. Nanatili ang mga sundalo sa aming lugar hanggang mga bandang alas 
6:00 ng umaga. 

 
L. Mula sa aking pinagtaguan ay hindi pa rin ako lumabas dahil sa 

sobrang takot. 
 

5. Halos hapon na nang ako ay bumalik sa aming bahay; akala nga ng mga 
kapitbahay ay “patay rin ako”. 

 
D. Sa aking pagbalik sa aking bahay ay tiningnan ko agad ang 

pinaglalagyan ng maliit naming ipon na pera ngunit wala na duon ang 
P30,000.00 na perang matagal naming inipon at iningatan at pinaikot-
ikot na puhunan para sa “seaweeds” na aming tanging pinagkukuhanan 
ng ikabubuhay. 

 
E. Nang hanapin ko ang aking asawa at anak ay nalaman ko sa aking 

mga kapit-bahay na patay na ang aking anak na si Reshume (Rasmin), 
at ang bangkay nito, sampu ng iba pang mga bangkay ay dinala sa 
katabing baranggay, at ang aking asawa ay umalis  para hanapin ang 
bangkay ng aming anak. 

 
6. Pagdating ng aking asawa na si Shatra Lahim ay napag-alaman ko sa 

kanya na ang bangkay ng aking anak sampu ng lima pang bangkay ay 
itinapon sa Brgy. Lumapid, Talipao. 

 
D. Sinabi sa akin ng aking asawa asawa na nakahandusay sa buhanginan 

ang aming anak at nang sipatin nya ito ay nakita nya na butas ang ulo 
ng amng anak sanhi ng tama ng baril sa bandang likod ng ulo. 

 
E. Dahil sa walang bangka na magagamit para maibalik ang aming anak 

sa aming lugar at dahil na rin sa kawalan ng pera at matinding takot na 
rin ng mga tao sa Brgy. Lumapid, Talipao ay napagdesisyunan ng aking 
asawa na duon na ilibing ang aming anak--- sa lugar kung saan sya 
itinapon ng mga sundalo—sa Baranggay Lumapid, Talipao.. 

 
L. Sa tulong ng mga tao sa Brgy. Lumapid, Talipao ay nailibing ang aking 

anak, pati na ang iba pang bangkay ng aming mga kasamahan na 
itinapon sa Brgy. Lumapid, Talipao. 

 
7. Masakit na masakit ang aking kalooban sa di-makataong pagtrato sa amin 

at sa malahayop na pagpatay sa aking anak. 
 

B. Hindi naging madali ang pagtanggap ko sa katotohanang patay na ang 
anak ko at sa malagim na nangyari sa aming lugar. Bagamat noon 
pang ika-4 ng Pebrero 2008 nangyari ang lahat, nito lamang ika-19 ng 
Pebrero ko nagawang puntahan ang puntod ng aking anak. 
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8. Hindi lang  ang aking anak ang nawala sa aming angkan. Maliban sa aking 
anak, tatlo (3) ko pang mga kamag-anakan ang namatay : sina Arnalyn 
Lahim (15 taong gulang), Kirah Lahim (35 taong gulang) at Edisim Lahim 
na isang Brgy. Councilor. 
 

9. Hanggang sa ngayon ay di namin maintindihan at wala akong makitang 
dahilan sa marahas na pagtrato sa amin lalo na sa di-makataong pagpatay 
sa aking anak, sampu ng aking mga kapitbahay. 

 
Ginawa ko ang salaysay na ito upang patunayan ang mga nakasaad sa itaas at upang 
bigyang-linaw ang mga pangyayari kaugnay ng marahas at di-makataong pagtrato, 
patayan na nangyari sa aming barangay Ipil, Maimbung, Sulu noong ika-4 ng Pebrero 
2008. 

 
 
 
 
       ABDUL LAHIM 
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ANNEX 16 - Los Angeles Times report on Maimbung 
 

 
 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-
deaths9mar09,0,2926498.story 
 
U.S. role in Philippine raid questioned 
 
A Philippine general says American intelligence guided his troops in a hunt for 
militants, but eight villagers were slain. 
 
By Paul Watson 
Los Angeles Times Staff Writer 
 
March 9, 2008 
 
IPIL, PHILIPPINES — In a hut on stilts with paper-thin walls of bamboo strips, 
an off-duty Philippine soldier was asleep alongside four members of his family 
when the crackle of assault rifle fire and shudder of grenade blasts awakened 
them early last month. 
 
Within minutes, Cpl. Ibnun Wahid, 35, was dead, along with seven other 
villagers, including two children, age 4 and 9, two teenagers and two women, 
one of them pregnant. All were shot at close range, witnesses said in 
interviews and sworn affidavits gathered by the provincial governor's staff to 
support expected criminal charges. 
 
Like many on Sulu island, provincial Gov. Abdusakur Tan believes the dead 
were victims of coldblooded killings by government troops. The independent 
Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines has called for charges to be 
filed against troops and officers involved in gathering intelligence for and 
planning the operation, as well those directly responsible for the deaths. 
 
Gen. Ruben Rafael, commander of Philippine troops on the island, also known 
as Jolo, said in an interview that a U.S. military spy plane circling high above 
this seaside village provided the intelligence that led to the Feb. 4 assault. He 
said the crew of the P-3 Orion turboprop, loaded with a sophisticated array of 
surveillance equipment, pinpointed the village as a stronghold and arms depot 
for the radical Islamist Abu Sayyaf movement. Government soldiers were 
ambushed in the area in August, Rafael said. 
 
"The intelligence was very excellent because they have identified the houses, 
the men with the guns and all the armed men who were occupying these 
houses," the general said. Rafael said the U.S. military also warned his troops 
during a firefight that dozens of militants were approaching to counterattack -
- information he said was also gathered from the spy plane. 
 
"Because of that, we had to fly our choppers and they were able to prevent 
these people from reinforcing" insurgents already in the village, the general 
said. "So that was very crucial support given to us by the U.S." 
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Maj. Eric Walker, commander of U.S. forces on the island, declined an interview 
request, and the U.S. military spokesman for the region referred questions to 
the U.S. Embassy in Manila. 
 
Without specifically confirming any flights over Ipil, U.S. Embassy 
spokeswoman Karen Schinnerer said that "an aerial reconnaissance vehicle" 
gathered intelligence over Sulu "at the request of, and in coordination with," 
Philippine forces. 
 
No witnesses have said there were U.S. forces on the ground when the killings 
occurred, and Schinnerer said that none were. She also said that intelligence 
gathering does not violate a prohibition against U.S. forces engaging in 
combat here. 
 
The human rights commission report recommending criminal and 
administrative proceedings against troops and officers involved in the 
operation was written before a Times reporter informed the panel of Rafael's 
account of U.S. surveillance. The commission gets its mandate from the 
Philippine Constitution. 
 
Asked whether the U.S. military would assist Philippine authorities in any 
prosecution arising from the assault, Schinnerer said, "It would be 
inappropriate to speculate on what remains a hypothetical situation." But, she 
added, "as a general rule, the U.S. would provide such support to the 
[Philippine government] if asked." 
 
Under the Philippine Constitution, the hundreds of U.S. military advisors in the 
southern Philippines are not allowed to engage in combat while helping train 
local forces in the hunt for militants with Abu Sayyaf and the Indonesia-based 
Jemaah Islamiah.Both groups are allied with Osama bin Laden's Al Qaeda 
network. 
 
The guerrilla force that Rafael said the Orion spotted would have been 
unusually large for Sulu. No insurgents were captured, wounded or killed 
approaching the village, according to the military's accounts. A small arms 
cache, including a .45-caliber handgun, an M-16 assault rifle and some rifle 
grenades were seized in the raid, Rafael said. 
 
Two soldiers were killed and five wounded in the Ipil operation, statistics the 
army cites as proof of a battle with militants. Villagers contend that the 
soldiers were killed in their own crossfire. Commission investigators found 
that was a possibility, but suggested Wahid may have opened fire on the 
troops as they swarmed around his house. 
 
The Philippine military said an internal investigation had cleared its troops of 
any wrongdoing, which many here see as a whitewash. 
 
While condemning the findings, attorney Jose Manuel Mamauag, regional 
director of the Commission on Human Rights, said he was glad the military 
had issued its conclusions, allowing the commission to take the next step. 
 
"Definitely, we will file charges against the soldiers," Mamauag said. 
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Sulu Gov. Tan, taking a rare stand against the powerful military, has directed 
provincial officials and police to build a separate criminal case against as yet 
unidentified soldiers and commanders involved in the Ipil assault. 
 
Counterinsurgency missions on Sulu have been held up as a model in the 
battle against militants because a combination of aid programs and military 
force has brought relative peace to the island. But insurgents are staging a 
comeback, and clashes have escalated over the last year. 
 
With kidnappings and decapitations fairly common, tourists rarely risk coming 
anymore. Yet anger and suspicion toward Philippine forces and U.S. advisors 
also run deep here, even though, Rafael said, U.S. aid for projects including 
new schools, roads and drainage is expected to total more than $12 million 
over the next 18 months. 
 
Ipil is a small village on Sulu's southern shore, accessible only by water. Most 
of its people earn a meager living farming seaweed that yields agar, used as a 
laxative as well as a gelatin substitute and thickener for soups, desserts and 
pharmaceuticals. 
 
The Philippine military says a dense network of seaside mangroves here are 
prime Abu Sayyaf turf and that the assault, which included U.S.-trained Special 
Forces, was an effort to rout them. Since the troops didn't identify themselves, 
Wahid, a former rebel who joined the army as part of a 1996 peace pact, 
feared they were bandits or insurgents, relatives said. 
 
He drew his licensed .45-caliber handgun from its holster and went out on the 
rickety bamboo porch, ready to defend his family, which insists he did not fire 
it. When he saw fellow soldiers, he put the gun down, raised his hands and 
shouted, "Papa Alpha, Papa Alpha," signaling he was in the Philippine army, 
said his wife, Rawina Lahim Wahid, 24. 
 
Within minutes, Wahid, his wife and parents, and 9-year-old nephew, Nurjimer 
Lahim, were ordered to lie face-down on the white sand, according to his 
widow and parents, Udam Lahim, 70, and Andiyang Lahing, 65. 
 
Soldiers tied Wahid's hands behind his back. Then one leveled an assault rifle 
at his head, and pulled the trigger, his widow said. The weapon jammed. The 
soldier recocked the M-16 and fired a bullet into Wahid's head, said family 
members, who were later released. 
 
On the other side of the small, southern Philippine village, 17 members of 
three families were fleeing the gunfire in a long canoe. They headed straight 
toward a blocking unit of Philippine soldiers on the edge of a thick mangrove 
swamp. 
 
From a few yards away, the soldiers opened fire, and kept shooting, ignoring 
the screaming villagers' pleas, witnesses said. 
 
"It was not an accident," said Saida Failan, 21, whose 4-year-old daughter, 
Marisa, was shot dead. "We were shouting, 'Stop firing, we are civilians!' and 
children were crying." 
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When the shooting stopped, six people in the boat were dead. Villagers also 
found the body of a local councilor, Eldisim Lahim, shot dead outside his 
home. 
 
Soon after sunrise, Philippine troops prepared to move the bodies by boat, but 
Rawina Wahid refused to let them take her husband's corpse without her. "I 
was afraid they were going to throw him in the ocean, so there would be no 
evidence," she said. 
 
She said she joined them and was taken to a naval vessel offshore, which she 
was unable to identify. Rafael said it was a Philippine military "support ship." 
 
As she stepped onto the boat, she said, she saw four foreign men in American 
camouflage fatigues, each armed with an assault rifle, standing next to a 
second deck railing. 
 
"They were smiling," she said. "They were happy." 
 
She said she had no way of knowing what the men, who she assumed were 
Americans, were doing on the ship, or whether they were aware of the horrors 
she and her neighbors had suffered. 
 
"That's not important, as long as justice is done," she said. 
 
paul.watson@latimes.com 
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ANNEX 17 – Statement of Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil Society 
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ANNEX 18 - Letter of Dr. Silak Lakkian to Sulu Provincial Governor 
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PRESS REPORTS 
  
More protests, citizens' watch greet Day 1 of RP-US Balikatan   
MindaNews, February 18, 2008 
 
DAVAO CITY (MindaNews/18 February) – More protest actions will greet Day 1 of the 
seventh year of  RP-US Balikatan today in key areas in Mindanao while a Citizens’ 
Peace Watch will be monitoring Balikatan in Zamboanga and Sulu. The first Balikatan 
in Mindanao started in January 2002 in Basilan and Zamboanga City,  supposedly to 
finish  in July although some stayed US military forces stayed behind to finish some 
infrastructure projects. 
 
Since January 2002, there had always been a batch of American soldiers in Mindanao. 
Asked about this in February 2005, then US Ambassador Francis Ricciardone told 
MindaNews, “we established a semi-continuous, not permanent, but semi-continuous 
(military presence), that is to say, some number of our personnel, rotate, at the 
pleasure of the command, your command…It’s a high-priced consultancy, only we’re 
doing it for free. And the second your command says it’s not useful, we leave.” 
 
Only the first Balikatan was covered with a Terms of Reference. 
 
Contingents of the US troops Out Now! Mindanao and Bayan from Lanao del Sur, 
Bukidnon and Butuan gathered in Sunday in Cagayan de Oro for a mass protest there 
today. The groups’ press statement said General Santos City, Cotabato City, and Pikit 
will also hold rallies today, despite what the press statement calls alleged 
“intimidation” from military agents. 
 
“The past two weeks, activities of Out Now Mindanao have been subject to military 
surveillance and intimidation in Marawi, Cagayan de Oro and Bukidnon, showing the 
military's desperate attempt to suppress the people's protest against the Balikatan 
exercises,” it said, citing the latest incident on Saturday night when volunteers posting 
anto-Balikatan protesters were harassed by two military gents. “The volunteers were 
slapped in the head, pushed away, and dispersed by gunfire by these agents who 
appeared drunk.” 
 
“Agents were also spotted spying in our forums in Cagayan de Oro, Bukidnon and 
Marawi with speaker Prof. Roland Simbulan, a noted anti-US bases activist from the 
Center for People Empowerment in Governance.  In the forum in Xavier University last 
February 7, an agent was spotted taking note of the participants and the program. A 
student saw this agent writing on his paper “wala man dinhi si Satur” (Rep. Ocampo is 
not here).  We are treating this as an indication of a threat on Rep. Ocampo, if not an 
insidious monitoring of his presence and activities. Another agent was seen in the 
forum taking pictures with his video phone in Valencia, Bukidnon on February 8.  
When asked for his identification and invitation, this man quickly vanished,” it said. 
 
Ocampo and Gabriela Women Party Representative Liza Maza, leading proponents in 
Congress for the rejection of Balikatan and the Visiting Forces Agreement, will join the 
caravan in Cagayan de Oro while Mindanawon Gabriela Women Party-list Rep. Luz 
Ilagan will deliver today her privilege speech in the House of Representatives against 
US military intervention. 
 
The press statement also noted how Army Major Benedicto Manquiquis disrupted a 
student forum in Mindanao State University-Iligan Institute of Technology (MSU-IIT) 
last Wednesday. 
 
The mass actions against Balikatan have continued despite a press release earlier this 
month by the Public Affairs Section of the United States Embassy in Manila, that there 
will be "no military exercises or war games conducted in Mindanao and Sulu" during 
Balikatan 2008 from February 18 to March 3 but "Mindanao and Sulu" will receive 
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"humanitarian assistance" within that period. 
 
The press release did not specify in which areas in Mindanao they were going to 
conduct the "humanitarian assistance," citing only "Central and Western Mindanao" 
and "the Sulu Archipelago" where "approximately 23 humanitarian assistance projects" 
will be conducted within the period. 
 
Mindanao has 27 provinces and 33 cities. 
 
The press release said "approximately 600 U.S. troops will work with civilian 
authorities and the AFP (Armed Forces in the Philippines) in these regions on 
humanitarian projects" and that the joint teams will offer "free medical, dental, and 
veterinary care." 
 
"They will also construct and repair schools and other community infrastructures in 
areas of Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago that are in great need of assistance. The 
majority of U.S. personnel are construction engineers and medical specialists.  They 
will be working side-by-side with their AFP counterparts who will be in charge of all 
projects," the US Embassy said. 
 
 "These humanitarian assistance and training activities enable our soldiers to get to 
know each other, train together, and provide assistance in communities where the 
need is greatest," the press release quoted U.S. Ambassador Kristie A. Kenney as 
saying. "True to the meaning of the word Balikatan, Americans and Filipinos are 
shouldering the load together to help the greatest possible number of people in need," 
Kenney said. 
 
Lawyer Beverly Musni, convenor of US Troops Out Now – Mindanao said, “the military 
is using underhanded methods to repress our efforts to expose the real intent of the 
Balikatan exercises which is to establish a permanent basing of the US military in the 
Philippines to promote and protect US economic interest in Asia Pacific.” 
 
In Zamboanga City, the Citizens’ Peace Watch will hold a press conference in 
Zamboanga City at 11 a.m. February 18. 
 
In its press statement, the Citizens’ Peace Watch says it “plans to meet with military 
officials, government officials, local civil society groups and local residents” in the two 
areas and have in fact “written to top military and cabinet officials demanding that 
they be allowed to inspect the facilities where US troops are staying and working.” 
 
“The group notes that the Joint Special Operations Task Force-Philippines has its 
headquarters inside Camp Navarro in Zamboanga City and has its troops deployed in 
small teams all over Mindanao.  Acting on the US and Philippine governments 
admission that the unit is constructing military facilities in Mindanao, the group hopes 
to find out 
whether these facilities constitute military basing which is prohibited under the 
Philippine Constitution,” the press statement read. 
 
The Citizens Peace Watch is initially composed of representatives from the Moro 
Human Rights Center, Anak Mindanao Party List, Akbayan Party List, Pinay Kilos 
(PINK), Focus on the Global South, Mindanao Peoples’ Caucus , STOP the War Coalition 
Philippines, Tulong Lupah Sug, Bangsamoro Women’s Foundation, BANGSA Solidarity, 
Mindanao Peoples Peace Movement, Sumpay Mindanao, and Alyansa ng Kabataan sa 
Mindanao para sa Kapayapaan, Bangsamoro Caucus, Task Force Detainees of the 
Phils/Mindanao, Kilusan Pasa sa Pambansang Demokrasya/Mindanao, Peace Women 
Partners., Muslim Women’s Organization. 
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Citizens' group conducts probe on US presence in the country  
By Bong Garcia   
Sun Star, February 19, 2008  
 
ALARMED by the persistent reports that the US military is involved in  combat and is 
building military facilities in Mindanao and dismayed by  the government's lack of 
transparency on the issue, a group of  concerned citizens is conducting its own 
inquiry just as the Balikatan 2008 started Monday.  
 
The members of the group called the Citizens' Peace Watch (CPW), composed of 
lawyers, non-government organizations, party-list  political parties and other sectors, 
arrived on Monday in this city and are en route to Sulu for a fact-finding mission.   
 
Its objectives is to investigate veracity of reports that US military  has established 
military basing/presence in the Philippines and to  look into the forms of such basing 
or presence have taken; to  investigate the role of US military in the operations and to 
determine  accuracy of reports that US troops are involved in combat; and to  propose 
appropriate policy recommendations.   
 
Lawyer Corazon Fabros of the Stop the War Coalition Philippines said  aside from the 
group's objectives, they also want to find out how the  people have benefited from all 
the humanitarian activities done during  the joint military exercises.   Fabros said they 
received reliable information there were some $275  million that were poured in 
Mindanao in the previous humanitarian  operations.   
 
"These activities (Balikatan) are not open to everyone," Fabros said  citing that there 
had been no transparency over the activities.   Lawyer Virginia Pinlac of the Kilusan 
para sa Pambansang Demokrasya/Kaisa Ka/Citizen's Coalition for Human Rights said 
they  also want to the sentiments of the people over the conduct of   alikatan 
exercises.  The group of meeting with military officials, government officials,  local 
civil society groups and local residents of this city and Sulu to get their sentiments 
over the issue.   
 
"Acting on the US and Philippine governments admission that the unit (US forces) is 
constructing military facilities in Mindanao, the group  hopes to find out whether 
theses facilities constitute military basing  which is prohibited under the Philippine 
constitution," the CPW said.   
 
Fabros said the report of the group will be presented to members of  Congress, in the 
hope that an independent congressional inquiry can be  conducted, as well as to the 
general public.   The US Embassy earlier said that there will be approximately 
23 humanitarian activities to be conducted during the Balikatan 2008 in  Central and 
Western Mindanao, the Sulu Archipelago and Palawan.   
 
The US Embassy assured that there will be no military exercises or war  games 
conducted in Mindanao or Sulu.   
 
Fabros said it should be civilian personnel that should undertake all  the humanitarian 
projects and not uniformed soldiers who are trained  to fight.   
 
Fabros also said the continued stay of the US forces in the country is more alarming 
now citing 22 ports in the country has been identified as an access point of US 
troops.   
 
She said they can be everywhere unlike before when the US maintains military bases in 
the Philippines, the US troops were confined in Clark and Subic.  "There are a lot of 
consistencies by what we see," she said of the new  style of presence of US troops in 
the country.  
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Peace group denounces US' "militarization" of Mindanao 
By Angel Tiamson-Saceda 
MindaNews, February 22, 2008 
 
ZAMBOANGA CITY – The Citizens Peace Watch declared that US troops parading the 
streets of Sulu in full battle gear are destroying the “culture of peace” that different 
organizations have been painstakingly trying to establish in the province. 
 
“We see them on the streets with sophisticated weapons, and our children are exposed 
to this culture of war at such an early age,” said Fatmawati Salapuddin of the Lupah 
Sug Bangsamoro Women’s Group. 
 
Salapuddin is just one of the many members of the Citizens Peace Watch, an 
organization composed of more than 20 civic society organizations and party list 
groups which include STOP the War Coalition, Akbayan Partylist, Mindanao People’s 
Peace Movement, Pinay Kilos and Moro Human Rights Center. 
 
The Citizens Peace Watch was recently established to investigate US military presence 
and intervention in the country, specifically in Mindanao. 
 
From Feb. 18-21, the group traveled to this city and Sulu to conduct a fact-finding 
mission on the alleged participation of US troops in actual combat operations, 
particularly the Feb. 4 encounter in Maimbung town which killed eight civilians. 
 
Lawyer Cora Fabros of STOP the War Coalition said that based on their initial findings, 
Rawina Wahid, a widow of one of the victims who directly witnessed the shootout, 
claimed that US troops were present during the operation. A few other residents 
reported to have seen US troops within the vicinity, but it was not clear if these 
instances were during the actual encounter, during investigation, or during 
humanitarian missions conducted by US forces in the province. 
 
“The humanitarian projects of US troops are just a ‘cover up’ of US ‘militarization’ of 
Sulu,” said lawyer Virgie Pinlac of the KaisaKa/Citizen’s Coalition for Human Rights. 
 
US humanitarian projects in Sulu include medical and dental missions and 
infrastructure projects like rehabilitation of roads and school buildings. 
 
Citizens Peace Watch claimed that development projects provided by the US 
government, including those of the US Agency for International Development (USAID), 
have little impact on the province and the presence of armed US soldiers during 
project implementation is not helping the situation. 
 
“The Japanese and Canadian governments also provide development assistance to 
Sulu, but we do not see their armed soldiers on the streets,” implied Mabel Carumba 
of the Mindanao People’s Peace Movement. 
 
In their mission statement, Citizens Peace Watch asserted that US “militarization” is 
clearly indicated by the presence of a US military basing in Mindanao, citing the Joint 
Special Operations Task Force-Philippines (JSOTF) military unit inside the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines’ Western Mindanao Command Headquarters in this city, the 
US forces’ “actionable intelligence” through operation of spy planes and sophisticated 
communications facilities, and the conduct of certain US operations outside the 
control of Philippine government and military. 
 
According to Maj. Eugenio Batara Jr., WesMinCom spokesman, the presence of the 
JSOTF military unit inside the camp was borne out of the Philippines’s request for aid 
from the US government for its anti-terrorism campaign, which includes training 
exercises and improvement of military equipment. 
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Batara also clarified that US soldiers are not allowed to loiter the streets of Sulu for 
security reasons, and it is only during humanitarian missions that they come in 
contact with locals. He also stated that there were no US troops anywhere within the 
vicinity of the Maimbung encounter during and after the shootout. 
 
The Citizens Peace Watch is compiling a mission report on these issues which will be 
submitted to both chambers of Congress for further investigation.
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Group calls for abrogation of military pact with US  
By Jocelyn Uy 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, February 22, 2008 
 
MANILA, Philippines -- A civil society organization urged the government on Friday to 
terminate the Visiting Forces Agreement with the United States, saying it discovered 
"truths" about the existence of a US base and intervention in the Philippines during the 
course of a fact-finding visit to Zamboanga City and Sulu this week. 
 
The Citizens Peace Watch, composed of various sectoral organizations and party-list 
groups, highlighted its concerns over the general conduct of US troops in Mindanao, 
saying that these must be addressed through a Senate inquiry. 
 
"We challenge our elected representatives to take the initiative to demand and conduct 
inquiries into the issue," the group said in a statement read at a press conference on 
Friday. 
 
Based on its four-day fact-finding mission that started last Monday, the group said the 
US has already established a fortified facility within Camp Navarro in Zamboanga City. 
 
"It is a base within a base, surrounded by wiring and sandbags," reported Herbert 
Docena, researcher of the group Focus on the Global South. 
 
The report also said that US troops have been involved in actual combat operations, 
citing the clash between troops and Moro extremists in Maimbung, Sulu early February 
in which eight civilians, including two children, were killed. 
 
In taking part in actual combat, the US military committed human rights violations in 
the Philippines, Docena said. 
 
He also said that the US was conducting operations outside the control of the 
Philippine government and military, noting that last December, it ordered the 
Panamao District Hospital to stop operating at night. 
This was confirmed by the hospital director, Dr. Silak Lakkian, whom the fact-finding 
team interviewed during their visit at the hospital, he added. 
 
The report alleged that the US troops' humanitarian projects were a mere cover for 
their military operations in the country. 
 
The group observed during their investigation that the wharves the US constructed in 
Sulu were too large for local pump boats and fishing vessels, indicating that these 
were constructed for US warships. 
 
"We are concerned that such projects are merely bribes to lure an impoverished people 
to support US military objectives in their desperation," Docena added. 
 
He said the presence of US troops in the region only disturbs the "fragile" peace 
agreement between the government and the Moro National Liberation Front.
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What US Bases? They Are Temporary Military Facilities! 
Mindanao Examiner, February 22, 2008 
 
ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines – The Philippine military has denied Friday reports by 
a Filipino fact-finding group that US troops have put up secret bases in Mindanao. 
 
The Citizens Peace Watch (CPW), an umbrella organization of political and human 
rights groups, said it has confirmed the presence of a fortified US military base inside 
the headquarters of the Western Mindanao Command in Zamboanga City. 
 
It said the base is the headquarters of the US Joint Special Operations Task Force-
Philippines, a unit of the US Special Forces that has been deploying troops to various 
parts of Mindanao since 2002. 
 
Lawyer Corazon Fabros, of the CPW, said her group was sent away by Filipino soldiers 
after they failed to get a permission to inspect the US facility. She said the base has 
communication facilities and is heavily guarded that even Filipino soldiers are not 
allowed without a pass. 
 
“The ‘visitors’ have not only stayed on, they have set up camp in our house and told 
us – their hosts – to go away,” said Fabros in a statement sent to the Mindanao 
Examiner. 
 
She said the US military base stands out and is sealed from the rest of Western 
Mindanao Command by walls, concertina wire, and sandbags. The actual size of the 
area it occupies could not immediately be established from the outside. But 
communication facilities such as satellite dishes, antenna, and other instruments are 
visible. 
 
US Marines provided protection for the facility; some workers were seen wore IDs 
identifying them with DynCorp, a controversial US military contractor. 
 
The group said other facilities inside the base were unknown. “What exactly are they 
hiding here? Why all this secrecy?” asked Amabella Carumba, of the Mindanao People’s 
Peace Movement, a member of the fact-finding mission. 
 
The US military maintains similar facilities in Mindanao where it is assisting and 
advising Filipino troops in fighting terrorism. US troops were also spotted inside the 
headquarters of the Philippine Army’s 6th Infantry Division and in Philippine Marine 
bases in Sulu province and in Mactan island in Central Philippines. 
 
There are American forces in Tawi-Tawi and Lanao provinces. 
 
A Bangkok-based international research organization called Focus on the Global South, 
said US troops deployed in Mindanao have established a new kind of US base. 
 
Major Eugene Batara, a spokesman for the Western Mindanao Command, strongly 
denied the reports and said there are no secret US bases in the region.“There are no 
US bases in Mindanao. In Zamboanga City, the US maintains a temporary facility inside 
the Western Mindanao Command. It is not a US base nor it is secret because everybody 
knows about it,” he said in a separate interview. 
 
Batara said Filipino soldiers also use the facility of the JSOTF-P. “We also use their 
facility, such as their communications as part of the joint Balikatan program,” he said. 
 
But Focus on the Global South said contrary to previous efforts by the US and 
Philippine governments to portray the troops as participating only in temporary 
training exercises Balikatan, it has since been revealed that this unit has stayed on and 
maintained its presence in the country for the last six years. 
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Contradicting claims that they are not involved in the fighting, Focus has gathered 
pronouncements by US troops themselves who have gone on record to say that their 
mission in the south is “unconventional warfare” – a US military term that 
encompasses combat operations. 
 
With the Philippine government not giving a definite exit date, and with US officials 
stating that this unit – composed of between 100 to 500 troops depending on the 
season – will stay on as long as they are allowed by the government, it is presumed 
that it will continue to be based in the Philippines for an indefinite period. 
 
According to Focus’ research, the JSOTF-P’s stationing in the south is a prototype of 
the new kind of overseas basing that the US has introduced as part of its ongoing 
effort to realign its global basing structure. 
 
Since 2001, the US – which has more than 700 bases and installations in over 100 
countries around the world – has embarked on the most radical realignment of its 
overseas basing network since World War II. 
 
Part of the changes is the move away from large permanent bases – such as the ones 
in Subic and Clark – in favor of smaller, more austere, more low profile bases such as 
the JSOTF-P’s presence in Zamboanga and in other places in Mindanao. 
 
In terms of profile and mission, Focus pointed out that the JSOTF-P is very similar to 
the Combined Joint Task Force–Horn, which was established in Djibouti in western 
Africa in 2003 and which has been described as a sample of the US austere basing 
template and the “model for future US military operations.” 
 
Focus said the Philippines is one of the “nodes for special operations forces” that 
former Defense Secretary Donald Rusted himself revealed the Pentagon would 
establish as part of its changes in Asia. 
 
Focus notes that US troops themselves refer to their base in Sulu as “Advance 
Operating Base-920.” 
 
It also said the US Naval Facilities Engineering Command NAVFAC) had in June 6, 
2007, awarded a six-month $14.4-million contract to a certain “Global Contingency 
Services LLC” of Irving, Texas for “operations support” for the JSOTF-P. 
 
According to its own website, the NAVFAC is the unit within the US military that is in 
charge of providing the US Navy with “operating, support, and training bases.” 
It “manages the planning, design, and construction and provides public works support 
for US Naval shore installations around the world.” Among their business lines are 
“bases development” and “contingency engineering.” 
 
The Pentagon said the contract awarded to Global Contingency Services LLC includes 
“all labor, supervision, management, tools, materials, equipment, facilities, 
transportation, incidental engineering, and other items necessary to provide facilities 
support services.” 
 
Global Contingency Services LLC is a partnership between DynCorp International, 
Parsons Global Services, and PWC Logistics. The $14.4 million contract is actually part 
of a bigger $450-million five-year contract for Global Contingency Services to “provide 
a full range of world-wide contingency and disaster-response services, including 
humanitarian assistance and interim or transitional base-operating support services.” 
 
According to DynCorp’s website, this will include “facility operations and 
maintenance; air operations; port operations; health care; supply and warehousing; 
galley; housing support; emergency services; security, fire, and rescue; vehicle 
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equipment; and incidental construction.” 
 
Contingency Response Services LLC describes its work as encompassing “operating 
forces support,” “community support,” and “base support.” According to the Defense 
Industry Daily publication, the contract also includes “morale, welfare, and recreation 
support.” 
 
The specific contract for work for the JSOTF-P was expected to be completed last 
month, but other contracts may follow as part of the $450 million-package. 
 
According to Focus’ research, the JSOTF-P has not only been involved in the Philippine 
military’s operations in the south, it also represents the new kind of more austere, 
more low-profile kind of overseas presence that the US has been striving to introduce 
as part of its comprehensive restructuring of its forward-deployment. 
 
Last year, US Embassy deputy spokesperson and deputy press attaché Karen 
Schinnerer admitted the American government commissioned the construction of 
facilities across Mindanao for US soldiers, but insisted the projects are not permanent 
military bases. 
 
She said the US construction projects are for “medical, logistical and administrative 
services” to be used by the American soldiers. She said the structures are not 
permanent US bases. US troops use the facilities only on a temporary basis for them to 
“eat, sleep and work,” she told The Manila Times.
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US troops gave expired drugs to Mindanao residents--watchdog 
They engaged in combat, set up camp, group says 
By Maila Ager 
INQUIRER.net, February 22, 2008 
 
MANILA, Philippines -- American troops have allegedly handed out expired medicines, 
built its own base inside a Philippine military camp, and engaged in actual combat 
operations in Zamboanga and Sulu, a fact-finding mission disclosed on Friday. 
 
From February 18 to 21, the Citizens Peace Watch traveled to the two provinces and 
conducted its own investigation of the US troops’ presence and alleged involvement in 
combat operations. 
 
And at a press conference in Quezon City, the group confirmed the presence of a US 
base in Zamboanga City. 
 
“We saw with our own eyes the US military base inside the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines’ Camp Navarro in Zamboanga City. It is a base within a base -- off limits to 
troops, as admitted by a Filipino soldier -- but a US military definition,” it said in a 
statement. 
 
“We have found out that the base belongs to the Joint Special Operations Task Force 
Philippines, a US military unit that has been stationed in the country continuously 
since 2002,” it said. 
 
This presence of the US base, the group said, was a direct violation of the 1987 
Constitution, which “expressly prohibits military bases in the country.” 
 
A witness interviewed by the group, Rawina Wahid, also claimed that US troops were 
present during a shooting incident in Barangay (village) Ipil in Maimbung, Sulu last 
February 4 where nine people, including a pregnant woman and two children, were 
reportedly killed. 
 
“We also spoke with a number of other residents, who also claimed to have seen US 
troops in the vicinity of the fighting in other operations in other parts of Sulu,” the 
group said. 
 
Aside from allegedly ordering to close the operations of the Panamao District Hospital 
in Sulu late last year, the American soldiers have also allegedly distributed expired 
medicines to residents there. 
 
“We were informed that in one incident, US troops even handed out expired medicines 
to locals,” the statement said. 
 
Herbert Docena, spokesman of the group, urged Congress to look into the matter and 
demanded the immediate suspension of the joint military exercises “pending fair and 
independent review of and investigations on their [US troops] presence and 
intervention.” 
 
“We call on concerned Filipinos, civil society groups and social movements to join us 
in our quest for transparency, and for peace,” Docena said. 
 
“The truth about US military basing and intervention in the Philippines will not come 
from governments determined to conceal it. We will have to pursue it ourselves,” he 
added. 
 
Arnold Noel of the Citizens Council or Human Rights appealed to everyone to also 
give attention to this problem in Mindanao, instead of focusing only to the expose of 
Rodolfo “Jun” Lozada Jr., key witness in the national broadband network controversy. 
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Lozada is a key witness to the corruption-tainted NBN project of the government. 
 
“Ang problema kasi, naka-focus lang tayo kay Lozada. Bigyan nyo naman ng atensyon 
ang Mindanao [The problem is that we are focused only on Lozada. Let us give 
attention to Mindanao],” Noel said.
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NGO calls on lawmakers to probe US military intervention, bases 
Manila Times, February 25, 2008 
 
THE Citizen’s Peace Watch calls on the Congress and Senate to conduct an immediate 
investigation of the massacre in Maimbung, Sulu, and scrutinize United States military 
presence and intervention in the country. 
 
Herbert Docena, research associate of Focus on the Global South, said members of the 
group, dismayed by the failure of the elected representatives to act on the said 
incident, have taken the initiative to probe deeper into the issue of US basing and 
intervention in the country particularly in Mindanao. 
 
“We challenge our elected representatives to conduct an inquiry into the issue,” said 
Docena. 
 
The group is questioning the presence of four US soldiers in a shooting incident on 
February 4, 2008, in Barangay Ipil in Maimbung, Sulu, which the Commission on 
Human Rights earlier said the military killed innocent civilians. 
 
Lawyer Virginia Suarez-Pinlac, spokesman of Kaisa Ka, said it is not the first incident 
where US soldiers got involved in shooting of civilians. 
 
The group is also demanding the suspension of the US military deployment to the 
Philippines, specifically the stationing of the Joint Special Operations Task Force-
Philippines as well as the military exercises, pending fair and independent review of 
and investigations on their presence and intervention. 
 
“We decry the decision of the US and Philippine military officials to ignore and to 
effectively reject our requests for interviews and inspection of US military facilities in 
the country,” Docena stressed. 
 
Pinlac and Docena said the construction of US military facilities in Mindanao violates 
the 1987 Constitution that prohibits foreign military bases in the country. 
 
At the same time, the group are calling on “concerned Filipinos, civil groups and social 
movements to join us in our quest for transparency, and for peace.” 
 
Citizen’s peace watch consists of different group of sectors, civil groups and 
nongovernment organizations. 
 
“As citizens, we have the right to information and transparency, especially on issues 
with deep implications on our welfare, on peace, and on our sovereignty,” Docena 
stressed.  
  
-- Ira Karen Apanay 
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U.S. military presence strongest in Mindanao 
The Daily PCIJ, April 29, 2008 
 
THE Focus on the Global South recently released a map showing what it calls “the true 
scale and extent of U.S. military presence” in the country today. 
 
The map, according to the Bangkok-based research institute, illustrates the different 
ways and forms by which the United States has established its military basing in the 
Philippines, pointing to: 
 
    * the locations of the increasing number of military exercises the U.S. has been 
holding year-round throughout the country from Batanes to Tawi-Tawi since 2001; 
 
    * the growing number of ports that an increasing number of U.S. warships have 
been visiting; 
 
    * the underreported presence of a unit of U.S. Special Operations Forces that has 
been stationed continuously and indefinitely in various camps throughout Mindanao 
since 2002, with its headquarters inside the Western Mindanao Command in 
Zamboanga City. 
 
The U.S. and Philippine governments have been downplaying American military 
presence in the country, but the Focus for the Global South has been belying such 
claims. Its recent report, At the Door of All the East: The Philippines in United States 
Military Strategy, points out that the U.S. is “transforming its presence in the 
Philippines in a way that seeks to heighten its capacity for intervention within the 
country and in the region.” 
 
“At no point since the historic closure of the bases has the alliance (RP-US) been more 
robust; with arguably no other country in Southeast Asia are the ties stronger,” the 
report said. 
 
Diverging from the so-called “global war on terror,” Focus on Global South pointed out 
that the U.S., in a larger context, aims to perpetuate its position as the world’s 
superpower by preventing the rise of any rivals. 
 
According to the report, the U.S. believes that China poses the greatest threat and 
must therefore be contained the region and in the world. The U.S. is therefore 
attempting to enlist countries around China to take its side and to encircle China with 
its bases and troops. And because of the Philippines’s strategic location, it is among 
the countries where the U.S. wants to establish these bases, secure access agreements, 
and station its troops. 
 
‘U.S. base in Zamboanga’ 
 
Just this February, a fact-finding mission conducted by independent people’s initiative 
Citizens’ Peace Watch (CPW) in Mindanao discovered a U.S. military base that is 
reportedly in operation. 
 
“We saw this facility that is a base within a base,” said Herbert Docena, Focus for the 
Global South representative during the post-mission press conference last February. 
“The headquarters of the Joint Special Operations Task Force (JSOTF), it’s separated 
from the rest of Camp Navarro.” Camp Navarro is the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines’s military base in Zamboanga City. 
 
As witnessed by the fact-finding group of more than 20 civil society organizations, the 
alleged U.S. military base is walled-in, surrounded by concertina wiring and sandbags. 
The actual size of the area could not be established from the outside, but 
communication instruments such as satellite dishes and antenna were visible. The 
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facility displays a restricted area sign and workers wore identification cards. 
 
“Filipino soldiers whom we have spoken with even confirmed that they, themselves — 
Filipino soldiers stationed inside the camp — are not allowed to enter this camp,” 
Docena added. 
 
The group stressed that the presence of such a base is a clear violation of the 1987 
Constitution, which expressly prohibits foreign military bases in the country. The last 
of the U.S. military bases on Philippine soil — Clark Air Base in Pampanga and Subic 
Naval Base in Zambales — closed down in 1992. 
 
‘Actual combat’ 
 
The group’s major concern is that the U.S. troops might be involved in actual combat 
operations in the area. They went to Barangay Ipil in Maimbung, Sulu, site of the 
February 4 massacre, and spoke directly with witnesses and some of the relatives of 
the nine victims mistaken by the Philippine military as members of the terrorist group 
Abu Sayyaf. 
 
One of the survivors, Rawina Wahid, widow of one of the victims, claimed that she saw 
four members of the U.S. military in the vicinity during the operation. Aside from 
Wahid’s testimony, the group also spoke with a number of other residents who also 
claimed to have seen American troops in the vicinity fighting in other operations in 
other parts of Sulu. 
 
“Mayroon pong indications na talagang sumasama sa combat yung mga ‘bisitang’ 
Amerikanong sundalo (There are really indications that the ‘visiting’ American soldiers 
join combat),” said Docena. 
 
U.S. troops describe their mission in Sulu as “unconventional warfare” and “counter-
insurgency” — not just humanitarian mission or training exercise. This pertains to 
collecting “actionable intelligence,” operating spy planes, removing landmines, 
transporting casualties and undertaking other actions as part of joint RP-US military 
operations. 
 
CPW, however, maintained that all these constitute involvement in “actual combat,” 
which is prohibited under the Constitution, and as affirmed by the Supreme Court. In 
taking part in such combat operations, U.S. troops can be held accountable for human 
rights violations blamed on the Philippine military by local residents, including the 
latest massacre of civilians in Maimbung. 
 
‘Special operations’ 
 
The U.S. is also said to be conducting operations outside the control of the 
government and the military. Dr. Silak Lakkian, director of the Panamao District 
Hospital, recounted that U.S. soldiers once ordered the closure of the hospital for a 
month and threatened to shoot anyone who defied their order. 
 
“The Americans cannot just do anything in the Philippines without informing the 
Philippine government,” said human rights advocate Sr. Arnold Noel. 
 
This incident deprived the town of about 40,000 people of medical care every night 
for about a month, undermining the U.S. military’s so-called humanitarian concern for 
the people of Sulu. There were also allegations of U.S. troops giving out expired 
medicines to locals. 
 
CPW claimed that development projects provided by the U.S. government have little 
impact on the province. “The Japanese and Canadian governments also provide 
development assistance to Sulu, but we do not see their armed soldiers on the 
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streets,” said Mabel Carumba of the Mindanao People’s Peace Movement in a Pinoy 
Press online report. 
 
Not helping 
 
Members of the Moro National Liberation Front told CPW that “they now see the U.S. 
military — because of their obvious support for the Philippine military in their 
operations against them and against the Moro people — as enemies.” 
 
The group claimed that the U.S. draws the party away from “a just and lasting 
resolution to the war and could even potentially trigger an escalation of the conflict.” 
 
“Paano na lang kung merong mangyari sa mga tropang Amerikano na ‘to at ang 
gagantihan ay ‘yung buong komunidad (What if something happens to US troops and 
they’ll retaliate against the whole community)?” Anak Mindanao party-list Rep. Mujiv 
Hataman lamented. “Hindi pa nangyari sa atin ito pero nangyari na sa ibang bansa 
tulad nung sa Afghanistan, nangyari sa Iraq. Eto yung mas pangamba (This has not 
happened yet to us, but it has in other countries, in Afghanistan, in Iraq. This causes 
much worry).” 
 
Call for action 
 
To encourage further investigation of the US military presence in the south, CPW 
submitted its mission report to the House of Representatives, where it is currently 
under review by a technical committee. 
 
“Hindi kami magbibigay ng conclusion pero itong fact-finding ng Citizens’ Peace 
Watch, iko-consider namin ito at malaking bagay at makakatulong sa amin (We will not 
give any conclusions but this fact-finding of the Citizens Peace Watch, we’ll consider 
this and [it] will be a big help),” said Hataman. 
 
The group also demanded the suspension of U.S. military deployment to the 
Philippines, specifically the JSOTF as well as military exercises, pending the fair and 
independent review and investigation on their presence and intervention. They also 
urged the media to go to Zamboanga to “see for themselves.” 
 
“Actually, kung walang taong nakapunta doon, ‘di natin malaman kasi silent rin ang 
media about this case (if nobody went there, we wouldn’t know because the media is 
also silent about this case),” complained Sr. Noel. 
 
In Cotabato City, Muslim religious leaders have called for a review of the Visiting 
Forces Agreement, the agreement that governs the conduct of the war games. 
 
“’Visiting Forces Agreement’, but it’s no longer ‘visiting’ because they are already 
based there,” said Sr. Noel. 
 
Before the fact-finding mission, CPW had asked members of the Cabinet, military 
officials and the U.S. embassy for meetings and an inspection of the U.S. military 
facility in Camp Navarro. The request was however denied. A Philippine military 
official told the group that the request would only be addressed in “two months or in 
2013.” (with additional reporting by Alecks P. Pabico) 
 
See also previous PCIJ reports on U.S. military presence in the country: 
 
        * The U.S. troops ‘unconventional’ presence 
        * Video probes U.S. military’s unconventional presence in Mindanao 
        * Why is a U.S. construction unit spending P650 million in Mindanao? 
        * Military base redefined? 
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